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Hello everyone! 

Welcome to the winter
edition of Loudspeaker –
and my very first attempt at
editing Loudspeaker – so I
hope you enjoy the read. 
Things have been really busy
in Young NCB with the
recruitment of our new
Participation Assistant Lucy
Morris, who has recently
completed a Masters Degree
in Applied Anthropology,
Community and Youth Work.
I know you will all make her
really welcome. 

Rachel will shortly be making a
comeback to the Young NCB team
when she returns from maternity
leave in January. Hopefully Rachel will

Young NCB is the free membership network for all children and young people run
by NCB. 

As a member of Young NCB, you have the chance to speak out on the issues you
feel most strongly about such as safety, sex and relationships, schools and
education, bullying, drugs and the media. 

At Young NCB your views really count and will be heard by other children and
young people, professionals and policy makers.

For more information and a free joining pack visit www.youngncb.org.uk, 
email info@youngncb.org.uk or call 020 7843 6099/67

don’t miss your chance to speak out on issues that interest, 
annoy or puzzle you on the ever-expanding your shout!

2 The views expressed in Loudspeaker are not necessarily those of NCB. Published by the National Children’s Bureau, 8 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7QE. Telephone: 020 7843 6000. 
Website: www.ncb.org.uk Registered Charity No. 258825. © National Children’s Bureau, 2004.

be signing up our youngest new
member, baby Martha.

Young NCB has also recruited brand
new members for the Advisory
Group. Well, some of the members
are new and others have stayed on to
continue the important job of guiding
NCB’s work. The participation team
would like to welcome all the new
members.

This issue of Loudspeaker features 
an article by Liz Williams who won
the National Political Journalism
Competition for her award-winning
piece ‘People-watching’ politics; our
lethargic lack of involvement (page 4).
We also have a thought-provoking
article from Ayoush, a member of
Young NCB, on why so many people
dislike poetry (page 6). 

Thanks to everyone who has
contributed to Loudspeaker over 
the past few months, it’s great to
have so many articles written by
young people. So, if you’re interested
in having your name in print, or fancy
telling me what you like or dislike
about Loudspeaker, or what you
would like to see more of, please
email me at: info@youngncb.org.uk,
or give me a call on: 0207 843 6319. 

I hope you enjoy this issue and that
you all have a festive Christmas and 
a happy New Year.

Lucy Read
Development Officer – Participation

all you
budding kelly
holmeses...
The 10K British London Run is taking place 
on Sunday 3 July 2005 and looks set to be 
an amazing and rewarding event.

As part of the run, you'll be jogging past some major
London landmarks with a crowd of friendly fellow runners,
some of them NCB staff! You will also get a race pack for
taking part, which will include discount vouchers for New
Balance sports equipment, special offers for some of
London’s leading West End productions, a running T-shirt
with the NCB logo on it and other goodies.

The money raised in sponsorship will be put towards Young
NCB and help to keep it running at full speed.

Like the sound of that? Think you've got what it takes (a
good pair of trainers and a lot of determination)? Then let
us know! 

n Email info@youngncb.org.uk for more details. 

And they’re off...

the ncb voice
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London is a great city for
people watching and
observing the lives of
individuals in the shadow of
famous landmarks like Big
Ben. Many of us have the
same approach in our attitude
towards politics; we’re
observers on the outside.

The zeal and enthusiasm the founders
of our current political system must
have felt has dwindled over the
centuries. The great Aristotle and Plato
are long deceased and many of us have
a very limited understanding of the
workings of the political world.
Nevertheless, we slip into the role of
political philosophers when we imagine
what we would do with power for a
day as we sit round a bar with friends,
or debate a new government proposal
around the kitchen table with family.

Subconsciously, we involve ourselves
in the ideas of politics as we live in
our local area, go to work or out
shopping. So why don’t more of us
take our involvement further by
campaigning, voting, fighting for
change and control of our destinies?

In a recent questionnaire sample
completed by a group of sixth form
students approaching the voting age,
seven out of 10 showed basic political
awareness by naming their local MP
partially or totally correctly and only
three in 10 were unable to name a
political decision made within the last
year that had affected them.

Politics is more relevant to our daily
lives than many of us realise.
Although it’s just often at the
forefront of our minds amidst the
monotony, excitement and everyday
chaos, it can be surprising how much
we actually know about a topic pop
culture doesn’t address.

The political decisions named, however,
were noted for the negative impact

they had. Only two out of 10 students
had supportive or positive opinions of
politics and politicians, and out of the
three A Level students who had ever
taken any form of political action, only
one felt their actions had been
worthwhile and welcomed.

Despite the anger surrounding
unpopular decisions and an
overwhelming majority, nine out of 10,
having clear ideas of how they would
use political power, half the sample had
never become involved in politics. They
had 'never felt strongly enough', were
'unsure how to' or firmly believed it
would have little or no impact.

Stark words of warning have been
spoken on this subject. It has been
said that society is not corrupted by
one or two evil leaders, but by a
majority that just doesn’t care. What
will it take to get us involved? MP for
Wokingham John Redwood believes:
'Low voter turnout has come about
because people have felt lied to by
the three main parties. They have also
realised that more and more decisions
are taken by Brussels where a vote
makes no difference.'

In his opinion, the way to solve the
problem is to develop more honest
party politics, and return more
matters to democratic control at
council and Westminster levels. That
doesn’t mean we should sit and wait
until the political world gets its act
together before we do our part.
People have sacrificed their very lives
to give us our democracy, and across
the world the struggle continues in
many totalitarian nations.

Perhaps the qualities we are looking
for in politics aren’t there because we
are the only people who can offer
them. Maybe a political change, big
or small, hasn’t happened because
we haven’t willed it into reality.

Dissatisfaction fuelled civil rights
movements, ended apartheid, and

'people-watching’ politics; 0ur lethargic lack of involvement
By Liz Williams

Join Young NCB. For details phone 020 7843 6099, e-mail info@youngncb.org.uk or visit the website at www.youngncb.org.uk 

politics and journalism 

The National Political Journalism Competition,
2005, is open to anyone aged between 11
and 18 years old. You can tackle issues such 
as smoking in public places, ID cards, student
top-up fees and voting at 16.

The competition challenges you to experience
firsthand the relationship between politics and 
the media. You can tackle a local, national or
international political issue of your choice. This
includes anything that affects the way that society
is run and could cover topics such as health,
education or transport. 

You can enter as a small team, or as an individual,
and take on roles of media professionals to create
real news pieces in print, TV or radio. For more
information see:
www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/npjc

Your team must be registered by the end of 
the year (actual entries must be sent in by
February/March, 2005). Politicians and high-profile
political journalists will judge them. You do not
have to worry about the technical side: as long as
the piece can be heard and/or seen, the technical
brilliance (or otherwise!) is immaterial. Your entry
will be judged on analysis of an issue, why it is
‘political’ and what makes it newsworthy.

As well as being an interesting and engaging way
of exploring specific political issues using active
learning, the competition enables your teachers to
deliver key elements of the Citizenship curriculum,
and allows you to develop communication,
enquiry, participation and responsible action skills. 
Digital video cameras and recording equipment 
are awarded to the winning teams and prizes are
presented at receptions in Westminster, the
Scottish Parliament and Downing Street.

n See right for last year’s winning piece by Liz
Williams, ‘People-watching’ politics; our
lethargic lack of involvement.

n For more details contact the Citizenship
Foundation on 020 7367 0500, or email:
nypc@citizenshipfoundation.org.uk

n www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk

Winner of the national political journalism competition, 2004

speaking out
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gave women the vote, but apathy
paves the way for inhumanity. We
must use the luxury of our democracy
to make out views count. This is our
duty and our responsibility, but more
importantly it is our privilege. Yes we
can be people-watchers, yes we can
spectate. But isn’t it so much better,
so much braver to get involved?

In the words of the former President,
Theodore Roosevelt, 'Far better it is to

dare mighty things, to win glorious
triumphs, even though checkered by
failure, than to rank with those poor
spirits who neither enjoy much nor
suffer much, because they live in the
grey twilight that knows neither
victory nor defeat'.

n Statistics quoted by John Denham,
former Minister for Children and
Young People, 10 Downing Street
website.

r lethargic lack of involvement listening to little ones

The National Children's Bureau (NCB) has
been working hard to involve children and
young people in its work, but what about
involving younger children? The Early
Childhood Unit (ECU) at NCB has been looking
at ways to listen to the youngest children’s
views, as they are often the voices that are
forgotten or ignored. 

We all begin to learn from the moment we are born, 
and every experience we have teaches us something,
whether it is something new or just confirms what we
already know. As young children, if we learn that our
opinion counts and we are listened to, we will grow up
believing that we should be listened to and our opinion
has value. Equally, if we are not listened to we learn that
nobody is interested in what we think or have to say.  

ECU has been researching listening to young children for
two years and has produced information to help those
working with young children, listen to them and
encourage them to express their feelings in whatever way
they feel most comfortable. During this work we have
found that even from the youngest of ages children can
express what they want and feel. 

One of the findings from our work is that we in the unit
can’t always understand what young children are saying
and it is those people that know them best that can
translate their thoughts to us. Think about the young
children you know and how they speak. You may
understand what words they use (for example for dinner
or their favourite toy), but as a stranger I wouldn’t
necessarily know what they mean. It is because of this that
we have set up a Young Children’s Voices Network so that
people working with young children can tell us what the
children think and feel about things. 

The first project for this network is going to be finding out
what under-fives think about food. There are lots of
activities that adults can do with young children to help
them express their thoughts, including art and
photography. We are hoping that we will be able to get a
better idea of how young children view the world and
include this in our work and pass the messages onto
government. We believe that every child has the right to
be listened to – even the youngest ones. 

Ann-Marie McAuliffe
Early Childhood Unit

n For more information about listening to young children,
look at the section on consulting young children on the
ECU website: www.earlychildhood.org.uk 

Join Young NCB. For details phone 020 7843 6099, e-mail info@youngncb.org.uk or visit the website at www.youngncb.org.uk 

The 16th birthday already traditionally
brings freedom and responsibility. It’s
an exam year, certain activities are
suddenly legal and full-time
employment is an option. Now some
MPs are calling for the voting age to
be lowered to 16, arguing that young
people are more mature and ready to
engage in politics than the majority
realise.

Research carried out by the Electoral
Commission suggests young people
are in favour of the change because it
will enable them to become involved
in the political process. But what
about the massive 61 per cent of 18-
to 24-year-olds who didn’t vote at the
last election? The government needs
to motivate them first.

‘We are looking at all sorts of ways to
encourage more people to use their

vote, including using modern
technology such as mobile phones
and the internet,’ said Local
Government Minister Nick
Raynsford. If the current voting
system is failing on a local level, the
types of solutions he is suggesting
should be in place to tackle the
problem before the voting age is
lowered.

Focus
When more 18- to 24-year-olds are
participating in the democratic
process the government will be in a
position to focus its attention on
16- and 17-year-olds. Until then,
lowering the voting age will only
serve as a distraction, a
smokescreen hiding the real issues
and causes surrounding the low
turn-out in elections at local and
national levels.

sweet sixteen – an editorial

journalism competition, 2004

ing out
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I started my two-week work
experience at the National
Children’s Bureau in October.
I did not know what to
expect, because I had never
been there before. The work
I was going to be doing was
based in the Policy and
Innovation section.

When I first got there I thought, 'Wow!
What a really nice building.' On the
first day I attended a meeting with my
supervisor Joe, the Development
Officer in participation. In the meeting
they discussed building a place were
people like ChildLine and NCB can
work together. I made a postcard to
invite people to a Young NCB meeting
in Birmingham. 

Patrice, who is the Principal Policy
Officer working on issues around
black and minority ethnic children
and young people, had a chat with
me on doing something for Black
History Month. So I looked up some
information on the web, found
people’s biographies and games to do
with black people's history.

I also got to work with the media
team, which was fun. There I worked
with lovely Nadine (the Media
Assistant). We looked at questions 
we could ask young people to then
put in Children Now magazine. I liked
that because Nadine was really nice
and understanding. We looked up
topics then we rang up some of my
friends and asked them their views 
on some of the questions we had
come up with. 

On Friday I went to parliament, which
was cool. I went with Alison. We had
lots of fun and got to know each
other really well. The following
Monday I went to work with the
TransNet team, who work to make
walking, cycling and using public
transport better for children and
young people. I wrote articles about
transport and healthy eating and
found it really interesting. I got to
look at the website, play games and
look up ways to keep fit in a fun way. 

On Tuesday, I interviewed five people
for a job at NCB, along with three
adults and Jack, who is a Young NCB
member. We had to make notes and
answer questions. I was nervous in
case I made a mistake, but it was a
good experience and something I’ve
never done. I am not someone with
that much confidence so I found it a
bit scary. It was nice for someone to
be interested in my views. I also got
paid to do it, which made it even
better. Then on Thursday I attended 
a conference, which was really good.
They even provided lunch. 

Working with the NCB has made 
me consider becoming a Young NCB
member. I’ve read about the things
Young NCB members have done in
the past and it sounds really
interesting. I would recommend 
doing your work experience with 
NCB because it’s really cool. You get
to meet lots of new people and learn
about new things. With the NCB you
can express your views and actually
get things done about it.

Emily Asamaoh

parliament, interviews
and work experience

Join Young NCB. For details phone 020 7843 6099, e-mail info@youngncb.org.uk or visit the website at www.youngncb.org.uk 

why do we dislike

poetry so much?

National Poetry Day was in October. But how
many of us young people even thought of this
event? It seems that in the modern world,
many young people are repulsed by poetry.
Why is this the case?

In the weeks coming up to National Poetry Day I heard
many comments along the lines of 'Poetry isn’t really my
thing' and 'I hate poetry'. This is not to mention that
poetry is not as saleable as novels, suggesting that even
many adults find it an irrelevance. 

In some schools, poetry is often presented as something
old-fashioned – in the process of disappearing. We need
poetry to be taught in a positive way in all schools: poetry
as a way of sharing experiences, as a way of finding a
voice, and above all, as a way of finding hope.
Undoubtedly, more modern poets should crop up in the
syllabus, or at least into extra-curricular activities, to ensure
that poetry is shown as being very modern. We need to
present poetry as young and vibrant: all the old (and
rather dead) poets are only one dimension to poetry. 

Yet even outside the school gates there is a problem.
Although there have been many moves to make poetry
accessible to the public (such as Poem of the Day websites
and the Poems on the Underground scheme), it is often
treated as an elitist pastime. More effort should be
invested in the media so that it publicises poetry as
something everyone should enjoy. 

None of this will happen overnight, however. Until the
problem is solved, it is up to young people themselves. If
you are already someone who likes poetry, try to spread
your love to others. 

Poetry holds together human experience in a way that 
is simply not possible in normal conversation; it tells us 
a great deal about who we all are. This is the message
we need to spread to each other. With time, we will
hopefully all be able to admire poetry as much as our
computer games!

Ayoush Lazikani
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The Office for Standards in
Education (Ofsted) – you
know, those people who
come to your school or
college to find out how well
your school is doing –
commissioned the National
Youth Agency (NYA) and NCB
to ask children and young
people their views on
inspections and to report
back to them. 

They wanted to know how inspections
could best hear and respond to the
views of children and young people
about what it is like where they live,
about the specific services they use, and
how inspectors should involve children
and young people in their work.

We held three main consultation
events, each involving 60 children 
and young people, in the South West,
Durham and Leicester. Five smaller
events focused on particular groups
of vulnerable children, including
young people at risk of committing
crime, young carers, children aged
five to 11, and children with special
educational needs.

We had some excellent feedback at
all the events. Children and young
people were eager to have their
opinions heard on the services they
receive. In answer to the question
‘how can the inspectors best find out

from children and young people what
it’s like to live in your area?' this
young person's response was typical:
'That’s simple. Instead of asking
adults, they should ask the children.
Adults have their opinion but it’s not
necessarily the same as the children’s
and the children should get the
chance to say their opinion.'

The young people emphasised the
need for inspectors to see and
experience an area, rather than just
listening to them, and they felt they
were the best people to show the
inspectors the area or service. This
opens up ideas of neighbourhood
walks, use of photos and multi-media.
They also thought it was important for
the inspectors to visit all areas where
children and young people go or hang
out, such as clubs, youth groups,
recreation centres and libraries, and
not just schools.

One younger group of children listed
some of the important characteristics
for an inspector:
n polite and cheerful 
n a good speaker
n a good listener
n understands what we want
n well-organised 
n has a sense of humour 
n is good with children.

n To find out more about this and
other projects please visit the
Young NCB website:
www.youngncb.org.uk

Join Young NCB. For details phone 020 7843 6099, e-mail info@youngncb.org.uk or visit the website at www.youngncb.org.uk 

do you believe in

santa claus?
Santa rides over the snow in his sleigh,
While the Reindeer neigh.
He rides up to the sky,
And as the stars twinkle by,
He writes us an invitation to a whopping great party. 

When suddenly he approaches a house,
At the door he sees a mouse. 
And as he comes in he is glad to see,
A drink of milk and a nice cookie, 
That was put out by my cousin and me. 

Maya Conway

my happy christmas
On Christmas Eve my cousin will come and play,
In the morning it will be Christmas Day.

Fireworks we will see tonight
After the last bit of light.

Sevilay Korkmaz

bad girl!
In my classroom I make noise,
In my classroom I break toys.

In my classroom I have fun
Pushing and shoving everyone.

In my classroom I’m a pest,
In my classroom I never do my best.

I go to my classroom everyday,
In my classroom I shout Hurray!!!! 

Frances Shaw

inspecting inspectors



graffiti: art or
vandalism? 

Join Young NCB. For details phone 020 7843 6099, 
e-mail info@youngncb.org.uk or visit the website at www.youngncb.org.uk 

Irene Karapetyan has been a
member of Young NCB since
2003. We tracked her down to
find out a bit more about her. 

How did you first get involved in
Young NCB?
My friend Louise took me to one of
Young NCB Advisory Group meetings.
She asked me to join the meeting so I
wouldn't get bored and instead of
sitting quietly I found myself constantly
giving suggestions and opinions about
different issues. I liked the fact that my
voice was being heard and my
suggestions were appreciated, so I just
came back again and again and again.
Once you come you can't stop. It is
great fun. 

What have you enjoyed most about
being part of Young NCB?
Everybody is on the same level and we
get on great even if people come from
all over the place – Birmingham, Luton,
east and south London, and even
Coventry. It's so great meeting young
people who want to speak out about
certain issues and are committed to a
cause. Also It has made me more
confident and I have gained knowledge
about politics and public issues to do
with young people that I wouldn't have
had otherwise. I also love public
speaking and debating – I was
interviewed live on BBC 1’s Breakfast
about the Anti-social Behaviour Bill. It
was really cool.

Tell me two interesting things
about yourself?
I know four languages and have lived in
five different countries and can't really
say who I am – white, Asian, black,
Russian, Armenian or Bulgarian. I am a
bit of every culture that I have seen and

it has taught me to be myself
everywhere I go. I have met some
amazing people on the way and made
friends for life.

What are you studying?
At the moment I am doing my second
year of A levels in Art, Psychology,
Sociology and Critical Thinking. I can't
complain about any of my subjects, but
they are all just so stressful and time-
consuming. I hardly get time to go to
the toilet.

What are your plans for the future?
I am not sure. As long as I am in a busy
environment with interesting people
and I don't have to do a nine-to-five job
I will be fine doing just about anything.
I would like to do something within the
arts but I also want to help people in
some way and make them feel good.
So really, I am not sure yet.

What do you like doing in your 
free time?
Free time? What was that again? Well, 
I sleep and eat. Apart from that I like to
go down to the corner shop now and
then to socialise and buy my bus pass.
No, seriously I just like to see my closest
friends and relax.

If you could be anyone famous for
just one day who would it be and
why?
My mum is my main role model in life;
she isn't that famous yet though. She
has been the best and has always
encouraged me to have big dreams and
follow my heart!

What do you like in other people?
I like sincere and genuine people,
who don't try to be something they
aren't, because at least if you decide
to be friends with them you know
exactly what you get. I also like
people who are different and funky,
and make me laugh.

What about dislike?
I hate liars and backstabbers.

What’s your philosophy in life?
I think that people who have a really
bad experience should never lose
hope because God has a plan for
each of us and happiness is always
just around the corner.

member news
member profile...

your shout!your shout!

Graffiti is a waste of paint on walls. It should
be put in galleries not splashed on local walls.
What sort of impression does it give to
tourists? It shows that we don't care about
where we live. 

Graffiti is disgusting. People go through hard
work making the world a better place and
people scribble all over it. It's shameful! 

Graffiti should be suitable anywhere... it
brightens up the world! 

Some graffiti can look really good. So if you're
good at it carry on, but if you’re not... don’t!!!!

I think it's good if it is suitable and makes the
place look good, for example the London
Underground. 

I think graffiti is alright, but not the rude sort. 

Graffiti rocks!!!

It is destruction.

Graffiti is a feeling or emotion. But then again,
some art isn't really suitable in some places,
especially when younger children are about.
Maybe there should be an area where people
can do graffiti?

Yeah, it's a creative expression, and it brightens
up the city. 




